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it is hard to say. As a result the Turks prepared to attack Constantinople which was garrisoned by British and French troops, and France proceeded to support Turkey. The Near East became afire. There had already been a massacre in Smyrna. Once more the quicksand was moving and the Government was prepared to increase the pace of its indiscretions. With British troops entrenched at Chanak on the Dardanelles, the alternative seemed to be between an undesired conflict or an ignominious retreat. At a Cabinet meeting on September I5th, it was decided to reinforce these troops. An appeal was made to the Dominion Governments to stand by in the event of a crisis. A similar appeal was made to the Balkan States, and it appears that the Cabinet were highly excited about the possible loss of the Straits. That their fears were exaggerated and that their wishes controlled their thoughts is certain. Mr. Lloyd George and Mr, Winston Churchill intended to see their own crisis through with their own inimitable enthusiasm. As professional War Ministers they must have fancied their chances in an election fought over an Anglo-Turkish War. It would be the last hope of the inner caucus of the Coalition,
A communique was drafted by Mr. Winston Churchill and perused by Mr. Lloyd George. It was issued from No. 10 Downing Street to the Press, and was in effect a complete and official statement of policy. This almost final step was taken in the absence of Lord Curzon and with the Foreign Office unaware. The Foreign Secretary read for the first time in his Sunday newspapers that the Empire had been warned to expect this war for the freedom of the Dardanelles. The Dominions remained unenthusiastic while France became infuriated, and the languid promise of Australian troops was offset by the withdrawal of the French from Chanak. France was determined not to lose a man from rifle fire even if the British were doubly imperilled.
As dissatisfaction spread in the Cabinet the war "group" became more and more estranged from Lord Curzon. For